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Joseph Hogue is a Marine Corps veteran, a former investment analyst, an author, a 
blogger, a freelancer, and an all-around super smart dude. 
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We met through FinCon, the Financial Blogger’s Conference, and hit it off right away. 
His latest book is called Google SEO for Bloggers: Easy Search Engine Optimization 
and Website Marketing for Google Love.  

Joseph blogs at MyWorkFromHomeMoney.com (and several other sites) where you can 
find out more. 

The Importance of SEO and Why You Should Be Focusing on It 

Joseph says he learned early on in business that there is always one thing everyone is 
avoiding in whatever industry you’re in. Maybe it’s dealing with people, a certain thing is 
too difficult, whatever it is, if you then go after what everyone else is avoiding it gives 
you a competitive advantage. 

“In blogging it’s clearly search engine optimization,” he said. A lot of bloggers think SEO 
is too technical, too difficult, or will cost too much. But it doesn’t have to be, and this is 
why Joseph focused on SEO and he saw his blogs grow very quickly in just two years. 

If you look at your analytics you’re probably going to see a good chunk of your traffic is 
from Google; Joseph’s gets around 50-70% from organic search. Some sites do well 
with social media channels, but they are just scratching the surface if they are not 
focusing on SEO as well. 

Joseph added, “Good SEO is not just traffic, but good traffic that converts into buyers.” 

What Should You Do Before Hitting Publish on a New Post? 

Before hitting publish on a new blog post there are a few things Joseph recommends 
from an SEO standpoint. There’s a 15-minute process he follows and explained it below. 

“It all starts with keywords.” A lot of bloggers are aware of keywords and will target 
specific keywords when writing a post, but Joseph puts emphasis on “buyer intent” 
when choosing your keywords. 

If you want to make money from your blog, targeting keywords that show the person 
searching online are near or ready to make a purchase means you can capture that 
sale if you’re providing them the information they are looking for. Words like “review”, 
“comparison”, or “best” can all be indicators. 

A lot of people blog about what they are passionate about, or what they think people 
want to read. Joseph challenged listeners to think strategically about each post you 
write: “If your post is not going to bring in at least a few hundred people a month, is it 
really worth your time?” 

Joseph's Keyword Research Process 

With keyword researching being one of the most important SEO factors, Joseph talked 
through his process broken down into three steps: 
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Step 1 – Brainstorming ideas and keywords 

The process starts with brainstorming ideas. Think about what you want your post to be 
about, pick 3-4 phrases around 3-4 words long and start typing them into Google. 

There are two ways you can use Google to help you find keywords. One is the 
suggested search, when you start typing a phrase into Google you’ll notice phrases are 
suggested before you finish typing. These are popular searches within Google, and a 
great place to start. 

You can also perform a search, then scroll to the bottom of the page and look at the 
“searches related to” keywords Google populates. You should have 10-15 keywords 
from this process. 

A tool Joseph recommends is Soovle.com. Soovle is a suggestive keyword tool that 
pulls keywords from a few of the large search engines, such as Yahoo!, YouTube, eBay, 
Google, and more. You can find a lot of ideas by typing in your main keyword and 
looking through the results, and may have as many as 50-100 potential keywords – 
tracking them in a Google Docs spreadsheet might make life easier. 

Step 2 – Finding the search volume 

To find the search volume in Google you can use their Keyword Planner. Paste in all the 
keywords you’ve searched in step 1 and you’ll see the monthly search volume, keyword 
competition and suggested bid amounts. 

The suggest bid amount is an indication of how competitive the keyword is among 
advertisers bidding via PPC. You can use this metric to sort your list and find buyer 
intent keywords, and Joseph deletes any keywords with less than 500 monthly searches. 

Note: The “competition” score only relates to advertising on Google, not necessarily the 
organic listings.  

Step 3 – Determining how likely it is you’ll rank well 

Obviously, a huge factor to consider before going after a keyword is how competitive it 
is.  

Joseph uses the Mozbar Chrome extension that shows you a box under each search 
result in Google displaying the number of links the page has, the Page Authority (PA), 
and Domain Authority (DA). 

You will notice the large sites like Wikipedia and Huffington Post have high PA and DA 
and you will never outrank sites like these. But Joseph recommends looking for an 
average of PAs of the top 5-10 results in Google to be between 25-35 as a sweet 
spot to indicate the keyword is one you can potentially rank for on page one of Google. 

http://soovle.com/
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Once you get the hang of this process it shouldn’t take longer than 10-15 minutes per 
article. You can also reverse-engineer this process. If you’ve written an article, you can 
go through the process to find related keywords and add them into the article. 

Using Infographics for Backlinks and Marketing 

Infographics are a good way to get links. Joseph’s pages with infographics get around 
twice as many links on average. You can design your own on sites like Piktochart, or if 
like Joseph it’s not something you enjoy you can outsource the infographics. Fiverr is a 
great place to get affordable infographics. 

To promote infographics Joseph uses SiegeMedia to generate the embed code for his 
infographic. Placing this code below your infographic makes it easy for other people to 
use your infographic on their sites and give you backlink in the process. 

You can also submit your graphic to infographic directories, or again, it’s easy to find 
someone on Fiverr who will do this for just $5. Pinterest can also be a source of traffic 
and generate backlinks. 

Guest Posting 

Guest posting is an age-old technique when it comes to building backlinks. Something 
to take note of however is that while most people add a link to their homepage in the bio 
section, an in-content link to a specific page on your site is much more powerful. 

Always try and add a relevant link in the article when submitting guest posts. If you’re 
adding value to the article by doing so, there shouldn’t be a problem. Use your 
keywords as the anchor text too, this boosts your SEO for those keywords. 

For example, if I was writing a guest post to support my “best Udemy courses” post, it 
could be something like “The Top 10 Online Education Platforms” and one of those 
could be Udemy, with a link in that section to my post. 

Broken Link Building 

As domains expire, move, or posts are deleted, the links pointing to those pages 
become broken links. You will get a 404 message if you follow the link and this is 
something Google hates as it’s not a good user experience. 

There are a couple of tools you can use to scan a site for broken links. Joseph 
recommends ScreamingFrog, and BrokenLinkCheck. It only takes a few minutes to 
scan sites or pages, and if you target sites with resource pages or expert roundups and 
find a broken link you can email the webmaster notifying them of the broken link and 
suggesting your link as a replacement. 

There are some search commands you can use in Google to find specific types of 
pages in your niche, just type the following: 

https://piktochart.com/
https://www.fiverr.com/
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“inurl:resources [keyword]” – returns URL’s with the word “resources” and your 
“keyword”. 

“intitle:resources [keyword]” – returns posts with the words in the title. 

“insite:resources [keyword]” – returns sites with the words contained. 

If you’re not sure your content is an adequate replacement for the previous article that 
has now disappeared, you can look up the old page using WayBackMachine. 

Scholarships 

.edu and .gov links hold a little more weight in Google’s eyes than .com’s and other 
common extensions. Joseph uses scholarships as a way to attract powerful .edu links, 
generate content for his sites, and give a student a chance to win $500 for their efforts. 

One example Joseph gave was asking students to submit 500+ word essays about 
“how their parents taught them about personal finance”, and said he would award the 
winner to the best essay that also generated the most social media buzz. 

He then contacted schools that have resource pages advertising scholarships. This 
gave him links back to his page advertising the scholarship, he received 60-70 essays 
to post on his site, and a lot of social shares from the participants. 

You can find schools to link to you through Google searches. You can also use tools 
like Moz and Ahrefs to check the backlinks of other scholarships pages to see which 
schools they also contacted. You can read more about scholarships and the other link 
building tactics discussed here at myworkfromhomemoney.com/making-a-blog-link-
building-strategies. 

Joseph’s #1 Tip for Side Hustle Nation: 

“Republishing old posts tripled my traffic.” 

If you have great archive content, you can breathe new life into it by updating it, adding 
multimedia like a video or infographic, and republishing. You can change the publish 
date in WordPress and it will make the content look much fresher in the eyes of Google. 

More Info: 

 http://myworkfromhomemoney.com 

 Google SEO for Bloggers 

 http://www.sidehustlenation.com/joseph 
 
Until next time! 

-Nick 
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