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Derek Murphy is a world traveler, book cover design extraordinaire, and the author of a 
dozen different books, mainly in the young adult fantasy genre. You can find out more at 
CreativIndie.com, and DIYBookCovers.com. 
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How Derek Got Started Writing Fiction 

Derek’s first online business was editing books while he was completing his Masters 
and PhD in literature. He started also offering book cover designs to his client and this 
later become another business, but he really wanted to get away from client work and 
write his own books. 

He was an avid reader of fiction when he was younger, and with his experience editing 
and designing covers he knew he’d be able to research and market his books. 

Fiction vs Non-Fiction 

There are a lot of differences when comparing writing fiction to non-fiction. Derek says a 
lot of writers are able to knock out a non-fiction book fairly quickly, and as long as they 
are solving a problem people can read the parts they need and the book will probably 
do well. 

On the other hand, fiction books have to “keep them engaged through the whole story.” 
Derek says it’s harder and more challenging to write good fiction, but more interesting. 

There is also a lot more demand for fiction, and he says that fiction readers read much 
faster. While non-fiction readers might read 1-2 books a month, really active fiction 
readers might get through more like 10-20 books a month. “There is a lot more demand, 
and it’s possible to make a lot more money,” Derek said. 

Non-fiction authors tend to be savvier when it comes to marketing and understanding 
keyword research, while fiction writers are often new to the business side of selling 
books.  

This is an area Derek is able to take advantage of, saying, “I Intentionally write specific 
books to satisfy a targeted genre and readership.” 

The Importance of Keywords and Outranking Competition 

Derek emphasized using keywords and looking at how competitive certain keywords 
and genres are before writing a book. The keyword tool he recommended was KDP 
Rocket, which finds keywords within Amazon and returns the search traffic and sales 
volumes. 

Although there are millions of books on Amazon, Derek says there isn’t actually much 
competition when you look at a niche. He adds, “99% of the books being published by 
indie authors don’t have a good cover, they don’t have a good description, they don’t 
have book reviews, and they don’t do marketing.” So it’s actually only the top 10k you’re 
in competition with, and of those, perhaps only 100 or so are in your genre. 

http://www.sidehustlenation.com/kdprocket
http://www.sidehustlenation.com/kdprocket


He used vampire romance novels as an example. Vampire novels are among the most 
popular selling books right now, so a lot of authors write books in this topic because it’s 
what they think their readers want. But it’s a highly competitive niche and most can’t 
crack into it. 

Derek used this method to write a book in the mermaid genre. It’s currently sticking in 
the top 7-8k selling books on Amazon. He also has a book selling very well in the Dark 
Fantasy genre about Fallen Angles, selling in the top 1k. 

“If your book is invisible on Amazon it doesn’t matter how good your cover is, or your 
description is; no one is seeing it.”  

Using Amazon Marketing Services to Advertise Your Book 

Amazon has their own paid advertising service called Amazon Marketing Services. You 
can use this service to put your book in front of people for the keywords of your choice. 

You can use up to one thousand keywords, so more than enough to test a wide range 
of keywords. You can use this service to find a few keywords that are converting well, 
then invest more if you’re getting a positive ROI, or add these keywords into your 
description to improve your SEO. 

The easiest way to brainstorm keywords is to target the titles and authors of other books 
in your niche. 

Derek said using Amazon Marketing Services “can be a really affordable way to boost 
your sales,” and I’ve found this to be true as well. 

Author Email List Building Strategy 

Derek has an effective strategy to build an email list of people who are interested in his 
books. He does this writing a blog post featuring 10 of his competitors with popular 
books in the genre he is going to release his book in, and using KingSumo he puts 
together a bundle of books to give away. 

He then reaches out to all the authors he’s featured in his post. They are usually willing 
to promote his post as it’s also free promotion for them, and he uses Facebook ads to 
target people based on their interests. In one case, he spent just $100 on Facebook ads, 
and built a list of 8500 for his launch, in part due to the viral nature of the KingSumo 
giveaway platform. It encourages people to share with their friends to get a better 
chance of winning.  

The quality of the free books generated a lot of momentum and social shares, giving 
him a great return on this investment. 

As he continued with the giveaway strategy and other on-Amazon list-building tactics 
discussed below, his reader list now stands at over 30,000 subscribers.   

http://kingsumo.com/apps/giveaways/


Derek cautioned to be very selective when targeting where to advertise and promote the 
giveaways, otherwise you can attract too many people just interested in free books and 
not buying the book he’s releasing. 

Half Books and Free Launches to List Build with No Platform 

A couple of other techniques Derek has used to build up his list and test the market for 
interest in his books are free launches, and half books. These tactics are particularly 
useful if you’re starting with no platform or list to email. 

Launching a book for free at first is a common tactic and an effective way to see how 
much interest there is in the book. Derek also says that you’re more likely to get better 
reviews when the book is free, even over a $0.99 price point as the expectations are 
lower when the book is free. 

Derek recommends listing your book as permafree when you first launch if you have no 
list to market to. By time you have 100 reviews, the book should have good visibility and 
you can switch the price and it should still stick around the same sales rank. 

Here’s some more info on the permafree strategy and my results. 

Another tactic Derek uses is releasing a “half book” for free to test for interest. His half-
books are still sometimes quite in-depth, up to 70,000 words, but they all end on 
cliffhangers, so if the person enjoyed the book they are going to want the next edition to 
find out the ending. He asks the reader to sign up for his list to be notified when he will 
be releasing the next edition. 

To give himself a deadline, another thing he’s tried to making the sequel or the full book 
available for pre-order a couple months out on Amazon, and using that pre-order link at 
the back of the book. That method has earned him over 500 preorders on another book 
that he’s barely started yet, so this can work as extra motivation to finish a book as well 
as validating that it’s going to sell when released. 

Ways to Speed up the Writing Process 

No one is immune from writer’s block or procrastinating, Derek says himself that he 
finds writing mentally taxing and often procrastinates. He has set himself a goal to write 
3k words a day this month. 

Derek is much quicker with plotting and editing his books, so he’s started experimenting 
with ghostwriters. He’s hired 3 ghostwriters from Upwork to write erotica books, paying 
them $200 each for 20,000 words. He’s also hired a couple of ghostwriters to write 
50,000 word novels for $350 each, offering co-writing credits and an increase for future 
books. 

Derek’s #1 Tip for Side Hustle Nation: 

“Focus on providing value.” 

http://www.sidehustlenation.com/permafree-on-amazon-how-and-why-to-give-your-book-away-plus-my-results/


More Info: 

 http://creativindie.com 

 http://www.sidehustlenation.com/derek 
 
Until next time! 

-Nick 
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