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Colin Jones is a professional card counter whose blackjack teams won almost $4 million, 
and he earned over $500k himself. 

Now a father of 6, Colin's playing days are mostly over, but he's turned his unique skill 
into a profitable online business at BlackjackApprenticeship.com. 

http://www.sidehustlenation.com/227
https://www.blackjackapprenticeship.com/


Did you catch the Holy Rollers documentary about the Christian card counters? Yeah, it 
was about Colin and his team. 

Transitioning from Playing Blackjack to Teaching Card Counting 

Colin said he actually kind of stumbled into card counting. He was working as a 
substitute teacher 1-2 days a week and looked into playing blackjack as a side hustle to 
earn some extra money. 

Over the next several years, he and his friends formed a blackjack team to expand their 
efforts and grow their bankroll. 

It was during this team member recruiting process Colin realized he already had a pretty 
solid system in place to train new card counters. He and is partner thought it would be a 
fun experiment to “put it on the Internet behind a paywall” and see if there were any 
takers.  

This was back in 2008 and the movie 21 was due for release. In the movie, a professor 
and his students use card counting to win big at blackjack, and Colin said it was a rush 
to get the site up in time for the release to capitalize on the publicity and public interest 
in card counting. 

Setting up a Site and Driving Traffic 

The site took a backseat in the beginning as Colin was still actively playing blackjack in 
casinos which took up most of his time. He did however put up a video training course 
behind a paywall, a forum, and added some content to the site. 

He says he was “lucky”, which is an interesting word for someone who counts cards, but 
one of his videos showing how to count cards was ranked #1 in YouTube and sent a lot 
of traffic to his site. 

By 2010 or 2011 Colin was “sick of playing in casinos.” He had won over $500,000, but 
had a family at home, and really wanted to shift his focus from playing to teaching 
others through his site. He bought out his partner to take full ownership and started 
working on more content, leveraging the skills he had to help others how to do what he 
does online. 

It wasn’t until Colin threw himself into SEO and really focused on quality content that he 
saw his organic traffic numbers grow. He did some guest posting, press releases, and 
other SEO tactics like reaching out to bloggers who’d linked to similar content in the 
past, but he said it was really the content that moved the needle.  

In fact, he said “sales 10x’d in a year” after he started focusing on the site. 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2oYnREa


Finding a Balance Between Free and Paid Content and Setting a Price Point 

To maximize sales, you need to find a good balance between offering free content to 
build up your authority and attract users, and paid content to generate revenue. 

Colin said he was giving away around 90% of his video course for free at first, and this 
meant that not many people were paying for the rest of the content. He also said, “If it’s 
free, people don’t take it as seriously.” 

He saw an increase in sales when he focused on three areas: 

 Showing people that card counting is investing, not gambling. 

 Giving away the “what” for free, and putting the “how” behind the paywall. 

 Giving away less of his content for free. 

He also stopped doing monthly memberships as he was finding that monthly members 
were giving him a lot more headaches while paying less than those signing up on an 
annual basis. 

The most popular package he currently offers is a $249 annual membership, which 
provides access to the forums, training drills, software Colin has developed which he 
calls a “Yelp for card counters”, as it lists all the casinos across the US and rates the 
Blackjack tables, and a podcast.  

A $100 upsell includes a physical training kit and a phone call with himself. 

The site currently has between 500-1,000 paying members. 

On the lower end, Colin also has an iPhone app called Blackjack Card Counting Trainer 
Pro. There is a free version with limited access, and a paid version at $2.99. He said the 
app brings in around $2k a month passively, and if you’re serious about learning to 
count cards Colin said this app delivers a ton of value for the money.  

At the high end, Colin holds 3-day boot camp seminars in Las Vegas. He accepts up to 
15 people at a price of $3k each.  

He also does private one-on-one full-day training sessions for $5-6k, but I got the 
impression that wasn’t a huge portion of his business. 

The Tech Behind the Site, Membership, and Forums 

The current lead magnet on Colin’s site is an ebook he wrote. He’s transitioning over to 
a free video mini course soon to test this. The purpose of his lead magnets is not only to 
funnel visitors into the paid membership, but to dissuade the wrong type of person away 
from his products. 

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/blackjack-card-counting-trainer-pro/id388857410?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/blackjack-card-counting-trainer-pro/id388857410?mt=8


BlackjackApprenticeship is built on the WordPress platform. Colin has been using 
aMember for his membership area for years now but doesn’t recommend it and is keen 
to move to another provider when he sorts out the logistics. He is probably going to 
move to MemberMouse or MemberPress. 

His forum is powered by customized VanillaForums and he’s happy with this software. 
While his email responder is currently hosted with Get Response, but he wants to move 
over to Drip and is waiting on them to confirm if he can sign-up as they typically don’t 
accept gambling sites. 

If Drip doesn’t end up working out, he said Active Campaign is his next choice for a 
more powerful marketing automation tool. The main feature he’s looking forward to in 
the switch is the ability to serve content to users based on how they interacted with his 
site. 

Colin’s #1 Tip for Side Hustle Nation: 

“Being an entrepreneur comes down to doing the 20% you really don’t want to do.” 

More Info: 

 https://www.blackjackapprenticeship.com 

 http://www.sidehustlenation.com/227 
  

Until next time! 

-Nick 

 

https://www.amember.com/
https://membermouse.com/
https://www.memberpress.com/
https://vanillaforums.com/en/software/
https://www.getresponse.com/?serv=adwords&camp=CustomerMatch_World_ENG_Search&kw=cm&type=e&gclid=Cj0KEQjw2-bHBRDEh6qk5b6yqKIBEiQAFUz29kXqnoSUdg4R3TIXyXP3fvXv9T4eTYNt-cmS5_sRF8caAsfp8P8HAQ
https://www.drip.co/welcome
http://www.activecampaign.com/
https://www.blackjackapprenticeship.com/
http://www.sidehustlenation.com/227

