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Perrin is one of my favorite writers on the topics of online business, internet marketing, 
affiliate sites, SEO, and all things related. 

He started creating niche sites as a side hustle, learning about internet marketing, and 
moving onto building out authority sites to escape his day job. 

http://www.sidehustlenation.com/231


Small wins turned into huge successes, and one of his recent projects went from a 
valuation of $0 to $200,000 in less than 20 months, and he is now the senior 
contributing editor at Authority Hacker. 

Getting Started: Niche Selection, Type of Site 

The first thing you need to decide on is what type of site you want to build. Perrin says 
that most people who contact him are interested in building an Amazon affiliate site. 

The Amazon affiliate program allows you to recommend products on Amazon and make 
a commission for each sale. If you’re going down this road you need to build a site in a 
niche with lots of products to sell. For example, Perrin has a friend with a popular yoga 
site, but there aren’t many yoga products to promote so this niche is hard to monetize 
through Amazon. 

There are lots of other ways to monetize sites however. The Points Guy and Nerd 
Wallet are two huge affiliate sites that write about finance and credit cards and make a 
lot of affiliate income from other programs outside the realm of physical products. 

So, when selecting a niche look at how many products there are to promote and ways 
to monetize through affiliate programs. It doesn’t need to be just physical products, but 
there needs to be a good range to choose from. Perrin says that even ad-driven sites 
perform better if there are a lot of products to promote as you’re still bringing in buyer 
traffic. 

If you’re stuck for ideas to get started, Perrin groups good niches into three categories: 

1. Passion – Hobbies, such as musical instruments, hiking, etc. 

2. Lifestyle – Parenting, pets, etc. 

3. Problems – Weight loss, back pain, insurance, etc. 

Researching a Market Before You Enter 

Picking a niche with plenty of items to sell is “Rule 1” from Perrin’s rule book. “Rule 2” 
is checking there is enough traffic already in your chosen niche, and the closely-
correlated Rule 3 is that you’ll be able to compete for that traffic. 

He used model trains as an example. There were plenty of low competition keywords in 
the model train niche, and lots of products to sell, but the market has a very small 
amount of traffic so it’s not worth entering in his opinion. 

You can start by looking for large sites with low authority, then check their traffic 
numbers for free using SimilarWeb, or ahrefs comes with a free trial. If you see a decent 
amount of traffic, and the site has 100 or so links for example, you can probably enter 
this market and make a site that will compete with the sites already there. 

https://www.authorityhacker.com/
https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/
https://thepointsguy.com/
https://www.nerdwallet.com/
https://www.nerdwallet.com/
https://www.similarweb.com/
https://ahrefs.com/


Perrin’s most successful site, HerePup is in a hugely popular niche. The benefit to huge 
niches is that there is endless low competition queries and questions to target.  

Perrin found the question, “Can dogs cry” for example, and wrote a post that ended up 
bringing in 10k visitors a month. 

Niche Site vs Authority Site 

There has been a trend sweeping the internet for some time now seeing less of the 
small, narrow niche sites, and more of the broader authority sites being built out. 

The main pros and cons of each are as follows: 

Niche site – Narrower scope gives the site more relevance and helps with SEO, but 
there is a ceiling to the earning potential. 

Authority site – Broader scope means more keywords and potential for earnings, with 
the drawback being more marketing and link building required. 

Perrin says that niche sites are a great way to get started as a first site to learn about 
internet marketing and SEO. However, in the long-term you are probably going to need 
to build an authority site if you want to turn your site into a full-time business like he has. 

Related Resource: SideHustleWebsite.com (my free course on how to get your first site 
up and running). 

Perrin’s Keyword Research Tips 

Keyword research is one of the most important parts of SEO. Perrin has a more relaxed 
approach than many when it comes to choosing his keywords. In regard to search 
volume, as long as it’s not zero he will target the keyword if there are products to 
promote. 

Any keyword will rank for, “dozens, hundreds, even thousands of similar keywords,” 
Perrin said, explaining why worrying about a “primary keyword” is outdated thinking. As 
long as you’re writing a decent piece of content Google is great at picking up all the 
other relevant keywords for that article. 

When starting a site Perrin starts by planning what the site is going to be about. That 
means mapping out the structure of the site with keywords, categories, and content 
silos* in a spreadsheet before starting. 

*A silo is a group of articles within your site that only internally link with each other. This 
is done for SEO purposes to show Google that you have a collection of articles that are 
relevant to each other and builds authority for the keywords. 

https://herepup.com/
https://herepup.com/can-dogs-cry-tears-like-humans/
http://www.sidehustlewebsite.com/


For those who get hung up on trying to find the perfect keyword, Perrin said it’s not 
worth obsessing over the difficulty and whether you think it will rank well. “There is such 
a low risk for trying an article,” you don’t have much to lose. 

Site Structure and Publishing Content 

Before launching your site you should have plenty of keywords and a map of your 
categories and silos planned out. 

Perrin is a writer by trade, so launching a site with 60k words of content and 50-100 
articles wasn’t a far stretch for him. If writing isn’t your strong point however, there are 
plenty of places to order content online. Perrin uses Word Agents himself and has built 
up a good relationship with large monthly orders, or you can try TextBroker as a 
cheaper alternative. 

If you’ve followed the steps above to choose a good niche and profitable keywords, then 
you can expect to make a return on your investment if you’re paying for content. 

Perrin prefers to drip-feed articles out too, saying, “The sooner you post something, the 
more time Google has to read it,” which means more time for the articles to age and 
start to earn revenue. 

Creating Linkable Assets to Attract Links 

Because links are important for SEO, but nobody wants to link to your affiliate product 
review post, most new authority sites need to create at least one linkable asset – and 
perhaps up to 5 in the first year.  

“A linkable asset is just a piece of content that is good for content marketing,” he 
explained. In the SEO world this means you can attract more links, social shares, and 
improve the strength of your site. 

There are a few different types of linkable asset that Perrin uses: 

Infographic/guest-o-graphic – You can create an infographic that is both helpful for 
your audience, as for other sites in your niche. Contact other site owners and ask if they 
would be willing to link to it or share it. 

Here is Perrin’s Foods Dogs Can Eat infographic as an example. 

Tools – In-depth guides and resources that provide a lot of value to readers are great 
for attracting shares and links. 

Step-by-step guides – Produce an epic guide that’s not out there, or do a much better 
job of a guide that’s already doing well to attract shares and links. 

 

http://wordagents.com/
https://www.textbroker.com/
https://herepup.com/can-dogs-eat-bananas-apples-grapes/


Diversifying Your Income 

We’ve covered how affiliate income is often the first source of revenue when building 
sites and usually makes up the majority of the income. There other ways to monetize a 
site however, and diversifying your income provides a wider safety net. 

Perrin refers to this as a “revenue stack.” After adding affiliate programs Perrin ads 
advertising networks, he uses AdSense and Media.net on his sites.  

The benefit to having display ads is that, “every visitor that comes to your site is going to 
be worth something,” Perrin said. You can earn revenue from posts that don’t have any 
relevant products to sell. 

Another income stream can come from promoting your own products. If you intend to do 
this start building an email list, this way you can promote directly to your list at a later 
date.  

Perrin’s #1 Tip for Side Hustle Nation: 

“It’s OK to start super-niche.” 

More Info: 

 https://www.authorityhacker.com 

 http://www.sidehustlenation.com/231 

Until next time! 

-Nick 
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