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You might know Michelle Schroeder-Gardner from her super-popular blog 

MakingSenseofCents.com where she gets hundreds of thousands of readers and 

makes 6-figures a month. 

Around $50k of that monthly revenue (or more) comes from affiliate marketing, and 

Michelle now has branched out into creating her own products, including a course on 

how to do affiliate marketing the right way at MakingSenseofAffiliateMarketing.com.  

(Yes, that’s my affiliate link; I know, so meta!) 

Quick definition: affiliate marketing is where you earn commission for helping sell 

other companies’ products or services online. 

How Michelle Has Made a Million Dollar Business from Affiliate Marketing 

In the summer of 2011 Michelle wanted to start a personal finance blog to talk about her 

own journey earning some extra money to pay off her student debts, as well as helping 

others do the same. 

Michelle was starting from scratch, “I didn’t know what blogs were at the time… I literally 

didn’t know that you could make money with a blog,” Michelle said. 

She learned the ropes as she went along and after 6 months Michelle made her first 

$100 with a sponsored post. “After that it became super addicting.” This is when 

Michelle started taking it more seriously and started looking for more ways to monetize 

her blog. 

By October 2013 Michelle was a full-time blogger working online. She was making 

money freelancing, working as a social media manager, staff writer, doing sponsored 

posts and partnerships, and some display advertising. 

Her big break into affiliate revenue came a year later. She was receiving questions 

almost daily from her blog readers asking about how they can start a blog too. 

So, Michelle decided to write a tutorial on starting a blog, this post was called, How to 

Start a WordPress Blog on Bluehost, and to-date this single post has made her more 

than $400k in affiliate revenue. 

Finding the Right Products to Promote 

Don’t do what a lot of people new to affiliate marketing do and choose the highest 

paying affiliates Michelle said. 

Her top tip is to be as relevant as possible. Offer products that your audience will want 

to buy and can make use of. If you’re unsure of what your audience wants, carry out a 

survey or invite them to ask questions. 

“Just really solve a problem for your readers with a specific product,” Michelle said. 

https://www.makingsenseofcents.com/
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An example of this would be travel bloggers promoting travel insurance. It’s very 

relevant to their niche and solving a problem for their audience. 

Another example is the Amazon affiliate program. It’s one of the largest and easiest 

affiliate programs to use and you’ll find products relevant to any niche on Amazon to 

promote. 

Tips for Increasing Affiliate Sales and Conversions 

Michelle recommends looking at your top 10 blog posts that get the most traffic and 

seeing if you can add one or two relevant affiliate links into these posts. 

You’ll probably find these 10 posts are driving most of your traffic, so adding some 

affiliate products will almost certainly net you some income. 

Michelle checks her top 10 posts every month or so in Google Analytics to see if they’ve 

changed. She then reads through the post and checks the comments to see if her 

readers are asking about specific products. 

You can then write a new post about the products and questions being asked and 

you’re solving a problem for your audience while adding more affiliate links. 

Michelle’s tips for maximizing conversions include using Pretty Links, a WordPress 

plugin that shortens and tidies up affiliate links. You can make your links and landing 

pages easier to label and remember using this plugin. 

Another plugin that does a similar thing she mentioned in Thirsty Affiliates. So, check 

this one out if you’ve used Pretty Links and don’t like it for any reason. 

Also, make sure you add a call to action to drive clicks to your affiliate links. Michelle 

uses phrases like, “Click here to learn more about x,y,z,” or, “Head on over to….” She 

adds these at the beginning, middle and ends of her posts and has found this to work 

really well.  

Building Trust with Your Audience vs Being Seen as a Sellout 

If you’re not currently monetizing your blog, you may be concerned about being seen as 

a sellout if you start adding affiliate links to your existing posts. 

You will not be seen like this if you do it the right way however. 

“There’s definitely a right way to approach affiliate marketing, and there’s definitely a 

wrong way,” Michelle said. 

The right way is to build trust through listening to your audience, catering to what your 

readers want, and promoting products you believe in and know will solve pain points for 

them. 

“It’s all about quality,” Michelle added, explaining you have to put quality before quantity 

if you want to maximize your conversions. 

https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/
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Finding Affiliate Programs 

If you’re new to affiliate marketing and not sure where to start Michelle recommends 

signing up with ShareASale and Commission Junction, two of the largest affiliate 

platforms where you’ll find partnerships with thousands of companies. 

If Michelle likes a product herself and wants to write up a review she will find out if the 

company behind the product has an affiliate program. You can do this by either Google 

search or contacting the company directly. 

Alternatively, you can ask friends who have blogs or look at competitor’s sites for a 

starting point to find companies with affiliate programs. 

Required Affiliate Disclosures 

“Disclosing is super-important,” Michelle said. If you have any form of partnership or 

working relationship with a company and you’re earning commissions or receiving 

goods you need to make this clear on your blog. 

The FTC has some guidelines on this if you’re unsure about the legalities. Michelle adds 

a note to the top of all her blog posts telling readers that she is making commissions 

from affiliate links in the post. 

You can’t just say a link is an affiliate link, put something in small font, or do anything 

that’s not completely clear to the reader that you’re making commissions from the links 

in the post. 

You cannot put the disclosure below your affiliate links either. It has to be above the 

links and easy to read before seeing any of the links. 

Different Traffic and Promotion Strategies for Affiliate Posts 

You need traffic coming to your posts before you can sell anything. Michelle has built up 

a well-diversified traffic split and shared some tips to help you do the same. 

Her traffic is roughly split between Pinterest (40%), Facebook (30%), and email 

marketing, direct traffic and organic Google traffic make up the rest (30%). 

I was surprised to hear the Facebook number so high, so I asked her about that. She 

said her Facebook page has increased from 6k likes to 81k likes in the last two years. 

Michelle said the main reasons for this are engaging with her audience, and sharing 

content from other sites not just pushing her own posts. 

“Be consistent,” Michelle said. If you’re going to use Facebook to generate traffic post 

regularly and put time into engaging with your audience. 

Michelle emails her list of 65k members 2-3 times a week notifying them of new blog 

posts going live and affiliate offers that will be of interest to them. She uses Convert Kit 

as her email host. 

https://www.shareasale.com/
http://www.cj.com/
https://www.ftc.gov/
https://convertkit.com/


What's next for Michelle? 

Michelle is constantly working on her work-life balance. She used to spend 70-100 

hours a week on her blog, but now has found a balance with 10-40 hours so she can 

spend more time on her hobbies. 

She’s looking into outsourcing more to free up more time and automate some of the 

processes that go into running MakingSenseofCents.com, and is going to start working 

on video content. 

Michelle’s #1 Tip for Side Hustle Nation: 

“The average person watches 34 hours of TV a week. Take 15-20 of those to build your 
side hustle.” 

More Info: 

 https://www.makingsenseofcents.com/ 
 Making Sense of Affiliate Marketing (Join through my affiliate link and I’ll send 

you my Blog Traffic Guide bonus, with 8 proven ways to drive more visitors to 
your site. Just forward your confirmation to nick@sidehustlenation.com.) 

 http://www.sidehustlenation.com/257 
 
Until next time! 

-Nick 
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