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Amit Desai from CreditCard101.us is a research scientist by day, but by nights and 

weekends, he’s built a pretty serious e-commerce business, and is on track to do 

$250,000 in sales this year. 
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The funny thing is that Amit’s side hustle background is actually as a travel hacker, one 

of those guys that racks up a bunch of points and frequent flier miles so he can go on 

awesome trips for free. 

It was at a travel hacking conference that one of the speakers presented about his 

Amazon business, and how he was racking up tons of credit card points simply buying 

inventory for his business. 

This is when the lightbulb went off for Amit, if he could figure out a way to buy stuff and 

just breakeven on it by reselling the products, he could seriously step up his travel 

game. 

He soon found out that he could do better than breakeven – there was real profit out 

there. 

Amit shared his favorite tools for sourcing profitable inventory, his buying criteria, and 

how you can begin stacking different discounts and rewards offers to improve your 

margins and get a leg up on the competition. 

How Amit Got Started Selling on Amazon 

Amit saw that Discover had a credit card offer with 3% cashback in the first year. They 

also had a promotion with Apple offering 20% cashback if you use Apple Pay, which 

was limited to $4k a year. 

Amit looked for the best price he could pick up Apple watches for and saw they were on 

sale at BestBuy for $299 each and selling on Amazon for $359 each. 

He bought 3 watches from BestBuy and as soon as he had listed them on Amazon they 

sold. Amit said he just about broke even after the listing fees but was making the 20% 

cashback from the credit card so he bought another 3 watches, and again they sold 

quickly. 

He ended up selling almost 200 watches and earned the maximum $4k in cashback 

rewards he could from the credit card buying and selling Apple watches from BestBuy to 

Amazon. 

Amit said all the transactions went smoothly and very quickly. He only had one watch 

returned, which he kept and uses for himself. 

Utilizing Software That Links with Your Amazon Seller Account 

A piece of software Amit uses that links with his Amazon account is called RevSeller. It 

comes with a 30-day free trial too, so anyone can try it out with committing. 

When you look at products on Amazon Revseller opens up a new window and 

calculates how much profit you can make on items taking into account the listing fees. 

As a rule of thumb, Amit said, “I usually assume 30% fees because that’s the worst-

case scenario.” The two main criteria he works too are: 
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• Return on Investment (ROI) – how much % he’s making back on each sale. He 

targets 20-30% 

• Profit – the amount of $ he’s ending up with after each sale. He targets at least 

$20.  

Regarding Amazon seller accounts, Amit said you can get started with a basic seller 

account. Amazon charges $1 per listing with a basic account, while their Pro account 

costs $40 per month. 

So, if you’re going to be listing more than 40 items a month it makes sense to upgrade 

to a Pro account, which comes with some additional perks too. But you can get started 

for free. 

The ROI and Profit Margins Amit Looks for on Flips 

As mentioned above, the two criteria Amit takes into account when sourcing items to flip 

on Amazon is the potential ROI and profit on each sale. 

“I look for a profit on any product of at least $20,” Amit said. An example he gave was 

taking advantage of offers on Nike shoes at their outlet stores. He picks up discounted 

gift cards and buys shoes that are on sale, then flips them on Amazon. 

The ROI he aims for, “I usually look between 20-30%,” Amit said. He sometimes goes 

lower for fast moving products that he knows will sell quicker, but this is the benchmark 

he aims for. 

A tool he uses to help with this is called How Many? It’s a Chrome extension that tells 

you how many units of any given product is sold on Amazon every month, so you can 

use this to gauge how fast you think the items will sell. 

The Sales Rank on Amazon is another indicator. Other sellers have shared they look for 

products that are in the top 1% of the category on Amazon. 

Amit also uses Keepa, it’s a free tool that tells you the price history of a product, when 

the price should drop, helps identify seasonal trends, and more. 

Amazon-to-Amazon Flips 

Amit also takes advantage of price drops on Amazon to make Amazon-to-Amazon flips 

as he calls them. The example he gave was NFL gear that Amazon is selling 

themselves. 

After the Super Bowl NFL gear drops in price as it’s out of season. Only for the price to 

go back up again a few months later when the season kicks off. So, Amit buys a lot of 

stock, stores it himself for a few months, then lists it at the higher price a few months 

later back on Amazon. 

Other Methods Amit Uses to Source Profitable Products 
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Amt said he finds 80% of his products online, and Walmart is one of the best retailers to 

find products cheaper than Amazon to flip. Amit also finds some great deals at Costco, 

who also offer 2% rewards for exec members and Barnes & Noble where you’ll find a lot 

more than just books. 

He also uses Google Express, which gives you results from a collection of stores, and a 

Chrome extension called Wikibuy, which automatically pulls data on products you’re 

looking at and tells you where to find the best price. 

If you’re physically in stores and you want to check the price of a product against what 

it’s selling for on Amazon, a handy app Amit recommends is the Amazon Seller App. 

You can find it here for iOS, and here for Android. 

Another avenue Amit uses to find deals is a Facebook group called FBA Sourcing 

Simplifiers. There’s a cost for their “inner circle” group, but they share hundreds of deals 

a month. You can talk with other sellers and share tips, and so on. 

Amit recommended new sellers join a few Facebook groups. It’s the fastest way to learn 

the ropes from people who are already in the business, and there are endless 

networking opportunities. 

Amit has also reached out directly to manufacturers of products and cut a deal with 

them to buy directly from them, which gives him a good ROI when selling at retail price 

on Amazon.  

New Seller Restrictions and Potential Problems 

Amit said there are some restrictions to be aware of for new sellers on Amazon. When 

flipping branded goods or groceries make sure you have the original invoice from the 

wholesaler as they might ask for this as proof that your items are genuine. 

He mentioned Allen Brothers Wholesalers as one of the approved wholesalers, so it’s 

worth starting out there if you’re new to the game. 

Returns are a potential problem too. Customers get 30 days to try products and return 

them if they are faulty or there is some other issue. Amazon will check the item and if 

they see any signs that it’s been used they will send it back to you. 

Using Virtual Assistants and Automating Processes 

Amit has hired virtual assistants to help with shopping for deals. He gives them the top 

10-15 sites to look on daily, the ROI and profit margin he wants from a product and 

makes the final check before purchase. 

A tool his assistants use to aggregate a lot of the data is Tactical Arbitrage. This 

software costs $80-100 per month, but Amit says it’s vital for anyone serious about 

scaling up their business. 
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With his assistants handling most of the time-consuming tasks, Amit says he now only 

spends 10-15 hours a month on his business, and he has plans to further automate 

tasks and reduce his time even more in the near future. 

Discount Stacking and Cashback Bonuses 

As mentioned at the beginning of these notes Amit started selling on Amazon to take 

advantage of cashback offers, and he still does this while making profit on the products 

he’s selling. 

He finds out about a lot of offers from the Facebook communities he’s part of. He also 

shared some of the sites and apps he’s using to capitalize on as many cashback offers 

as possible: 

• Cashback Monitor – Updates daily with the %’s sites are offering. 

• Discounted Gift Cards – Amit buys discounted gift cards and sells some through 

his site. Check GiftCardGranny for consolidated listings of discount gift cards. 

• Cashback and Giftcard Apps - Dosh, Ibotta, Drop, Gyft, MileagePlus X. 

Other Places to Sell Your Products 

Amit said if you have any issues selling on Amazon don’t forget there are plenty of other 

online platforms to sell on. He recommends trying Mercari, Craigslist, and ebay.  

Amit also mentioned Brickseek as an option for local product flipping; this site lists deals 

at retails stores you can flip for profit.  

 

Amit’s #1 Tip for Side Hustle Nation: 

“Have a goal to make $500 a month next year.” 

More Info: 

• https://www.sidehustlenation.com/307 
• https://creditcard101.us/ 

 
Until next time! 

-Nick 
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